The Earl of Lonsdale
THE subject of the present study belongs one of the most ancient and illustr families in- England. It is of great antiquity the counties of Westmorland and Cumberland, wl from almost immemorial days it has been se* at Lowther Hall.
The tenacious quality of the house in Eng life is comparable to that of the Stanleys, the Ce and the Churchills ; though in antiquity it gre; exceeds the records of the last two families myself have a great reverence for the ordered ditions of English public life. I recognise, ind that you cannot keep alive upon a long and ted: record of history a family which has declined quality; and which can no longer make a cont porary contribution in the valuation of moc life. The same is true of nations. They wax wane just as the great families of the aristoci wax and wane; as soon as it has become obv: that they can no longer make a special contribu there is no reason why we should concede to tl a special survival.
It is, indeed, probably in the interests of general efficiency of the nation that when the vi situdes of time have exhausted the qualities wl brought a great strain to an illustrious position the State, it should decline in favour of your si builders, your lawyers, and even your war profite
For the greatness of England will undoubte
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